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INFORMATIONAL TEXT (e.g. for Website) 

Stuttgart International Festival of Animated Film 2026 – Offers for Culture Enthusiasts 
and Film Lovers 

From 5 to 10 May, the city once again transforms into a vibrant hub of animation, inviting 
audiences to discover extraordinary films, explore new perspectives and experience 
culture together – right in the heart of the city, in cinemas and under the open sky. 
Expect exciting competitions, curated film programmes, Workshops, Talks and Q&As, 
games, and a wide range of creative offerings. 

In this year’s competitions, ITFS presents the best current animated films from around 
the world, giving them the prominent stage they deserve. Year after year, ITFS proves that 
animation is not just for children: the ITFS International Competition in particular offers 
powerful insights with 28 carefully selected short films that engage, surprise and move 
audiences. It provides a unique opportunity to see rarely shown films on the big screen, 
engage in conversation with international filmmakers, and experience cinematic art and 
personal stories through direct exchange. 

The ITFS AniMovie Competition features animated feature films for adult audiences, 
including the Chinese film LIGHT PILLAR (6 May) and the American-Moroccan film 
BOUCHRA (8 May), both of which are perfect for film lovers with their sensitive 
storytelling between reality and fiction. With LITTLE AMÉLIE OR THE CHARACTER OF 
RAIN (7 May), an Academy Award-nominated feature for 2026 will be screened in 
Stuttgart’s Innenstadtkinos. What makes this particularly special: all films in the 
AniMovie Competition are being shown exclusively in Stuttgart at ITFS – a unique 
opportunity to experience international animation ahead of wider release. 

At the Open Air on Schlossplatz, outstanding feature films for all age groups will once 
again be presented, including THE LAST WHALE SINGER (8 May), one of the most 
remarkable German films of 2026, PELIKAN BLUE (6 May), last year’s festival winner, and 
the multi-award-winning feature FLEE (9 May), a powerful animated documentary about 
the life of an Afghan refugee. 

A special highlight for culture and music enthusiasts is the live scoring of the animation 
classic THE ADVENTURES OF PRINCE ACHMED by Lotte Reiniger (8 May). Members of 
the SWR Symphony Orchestra will accompany the film with its original score, creating a 
truly immersive experience. In line with this year’s focus on silhouette animation, ITFS 
will also present further artistic works such as PRINCES AND PRINCESSES by Michel 
Ocelot (6 May) and the documentary TANZ DER SCHATTEN (6 May) about Lotte 
Reiniger’s life and work. 

Accreditations, Festival Passes for the entire week, as well as Day Tickets and tickets for 
individual screenings are available in the ITFS ticket shop. 

https://itfs.de/en/information/tickets/
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Whether exciting and poetic films, insightful behind-the-scenes perspectives or 
innovative games – ITFS inspires and showcases the richness and diversity of animation. 

Further information on the programme can be found at itfs.de. 

 

SHORT TEXT (e.g. for Newsletter) 

Life’s better animated. 

From 5 to 10 May 2026, the Stuttgart International Festival of Animated Film (ITFS) 
invites audiences to discover animation in all its facets and to experience culture 
together. Over six days, expect exciting films, workshops, games and a wide range of 
creative activities. 

This year, ITFS offers a diverse programme featuring rare screenings of animation for 
adult audiences, including seldom shown artistic short films in the International 
Competition, as well as outstanding feature films such as LIGHT PILLAR (6 May) and the 
Oscar-nominated LITTLE AMÉLIE OR THE CHARACTER OF RAIN (7 May). A special 
highlight is the live scoring of the animation classic THE ADVENTURES OF PRINCE 
ACHMED by Lotte Reiniger (8 May), performed by members of the SWR Symphony 
Orchestra. At the Open Air on Schlossplatz, ITFS will once again present major animated 
family films such as THE LAST WHALE SINGER (8 May) alongside films for adult 
audiences such as FLEE (9 May). 

Festival Passes, Day Tickets and individual tickets are available via the ITFS ticket shop. 

Whether exciting and poetic films, insightful behind-the-scenes perspectives or 
innovative games – ITFS inspires and demonstrates how diverse and vibrant animation 
can be. 

 

ADVERTORIAL TEXT (e.g. for Social Media) 

            Animation in all its facets – right in the heart of the city! 

From 5 to 10 May 2026, Stuttgart becomes a meeting point for animation fans: at the 
Stuttgart International Festival of Animated Film (ITFS), a diverse programme awaits for 
every taste: 

• Free daily open-air screenings at Schlossplatz (Wed–Sun) 
• Animated feature films for adult audiences in the Innenstadtkinos, such as LIGHT 

PILLAR (6 May) 
• Impressive short films from around the world in the competitions 
• Oscar-nominated films such as LITTLE AMÉLIE OR THE CHARACTER OF RAIN (7 

May) 

https://itfs.de/en/home/
https://itfs.de/en/information/tickets/
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• Live scoring of the classic THE ADVENTURES OF PRINCE ACHMED with members 
of the SWR Symphony Orchestra (8 May) 

Whether after work at the open-air cinema, a weekend trip to the cinema, or discovering 
fascinating short films – ITFS invites you to experience animation up close! 

      Tickets & info: www.itfs.de 

#ITFS #ITFS26 #Tickets 

 

PHOTO MATERIAL 

High-resolution film stills, logos and festival photos are available for download on our 
website and Flickr channel. 

https://itfs.de/en/press/photos-downloads/ 

 

ITFS SOCIAL MEDIA CHANNELS: 

• Instagram: @itfs_festival_stuttgart 
• Facebook: @stuttgartfestivalofanimatedfilm 
• LinkedIn: Stuttgart International Festival of Animated Film 
• YouTube: @FilmfestivalITFS 

https://itfs.de/en/home/
https://itfs.de/en/press/photos-downloads/
https://www.instagram.com/itfs_festival_stuttgart/
https://www.facebook.com/stuttgartfestivalofanimatedfilm
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/trickfilmfestival/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.youtube.com/user/FilmfestivalITFS

